Tophaceous gout in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus.
Coexistent gout and systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) has been reported rarely, below the expected incidence even when adjusted for the discordance of age and sex of the affected populations. It is possible that SLE prevents expression of gout, or vice-versa. Review of the reported cases suggests that SLE is likely to be inactive and serum complement normal when gout is active. Lack of awareness of the possibility of gout and concurrent treatment with corticosteroids and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs may prevent recognition of gout in many patients with SLE.